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Libraries Southwest  

Allen, Beauregard, 

Calcasieu, Cameron, 

Evangeline, Jeff Davis, 

St. Martin and Vernon 

Parish Libraries; 

McNeese State Univer-

sity and Northwestern 

at Ft. Polk University  

Libraries; Calcasieu 

Parish School Libraries 

and SOWELA Commu-

nity Technical College 

In Loving Memory of  

Maurine Gray 

 Enid Maurine Gray, long-time Director of the Beau-
mont Public Libraries, passed away Saturday, June 21, 
2008 after a brief illness.  
 Maurine was a long-time friend of Libraries South-
west. The Directors visited the Beaumont Public Library 
several times, and many of our staff toured the Beaumont 
Library. Maurine presented a workshop for Trustees. In 
addition, she collected and stored books for a Libraries 
Southwest Library destroyed by the hurricanes. 
 She loved libraries, Beaumont and its people, and 
animals. Her love of dogs and taking in strays earned her 

the nickname ºDog-napper,» 
bestowed by a close friend. 
She was active in many organi-
zations. Over 40 years she 
enhanced the local and state 

library systems. She has been honored many times, including election to membership in Beta Phi Mu, the 
International Library Science Honor Society.  
 Going anywhere with her was like being with a movie star. She knew everyone and everyone knew 
her. We will miss her wonderful smile and boisterous laugh. A caring and wonderful friend with a 
sweet spirit and huge heart. She was the best of the best and will live forever in our hearts. If there are 
any water spots on this page, they are tears of sadness at our great loss, mixed with tears of joy of won-
derful memories. 
 Maurine leaves behind a multitude of friends and her beloved Chloe. 

Chloe Gray 



Even though Lady can't see, she helps oth-

ers use their sight.  

The 9-year-old Collie, who has been blind 

since birth due to detached retinas, spends 

every Friday in the special-needs classroom at 

Kisthardt Elementary School near Trenton, 

N.J., helping 6- to 9-year-olds overcome their 

learning disabilities and master reading skills.  

"They really improve. I can see a big differ-

ence," says Lady's owner, Virginia Johnson of 

Hamilton Square, N. J. "They read to Lady, 

and Lady has no qualms about anything. They 

aren't afraid of making a mistake because 

Lady won't judge them."  

Johnson and Lady spend 20 minutes with 

each student, teaching vocabulary, communi-

cation, and about dogs in general. The kids 

know Lady is blind, but to them, it doesn't 

matter. Some even turn their books toward 

the majestic Collie so she can "see" the pic-

tures, too.  

"They're petting her the whole time, reading 

with one hand, petting her with the other," 

Johnson says.  

So quiet and calm, even allowing the chil-

dren to rest their heads on her, Lady appears 

to be the world's most docile dog. That's be-

cause she's wearing her therapy-dog vest and 

knows she's working.  

"As soon as she's got it on, she's Miss Prim 

and Proper," Johnson says.  

Or perhaps it's due to 

Lady's excitement about be-

ing at school and helping 

kids. She tail-waggingly antici-

pates the weekly trip, quickly 

navigating hallways and class-

rooms with ease - and without 

Johnson's help. Lady's mem-

ory is razor-sharp. She rarely 

forgets details of her sur-

roundings.  

"She's really the smartest dog I've had." 

Johnson says.  

"People think blind dogs can't do anything. 

They can do anything a [sighted] dog can do, 

usually better."  

ñ Kyra Kirkwood 
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loaded. Plug the earphones or speakers into 

the universal jack and press the button. 

Patrons who wish to check out Playaways 

receive a one-time gift. The pouch contains 

extra batteries, earphones and a neck strap.  

Playaways for all ages including adults, 

young adults and children are available. 

Playaways became available for check-

out during National Library Week at the 

Beauregard Parish Library. They are flying off 

the shelves so fast the shelvers canõt keep 

up. 

This lightweight, palm-sized, easy to use 

player comes with the audio book already 

You'll find more than books at the Fort 

Collins, CO, library. The library also has bikes. 

The city's new public library has 50 bikes 

available for free week-long loans.  

Officials hope to expand the two-wheel 

fleet to 200 bikes. The project is funded by a 

$132,000 federal grant to reduce air pollu-

tion and traffic congestion. Library bike-fleet 

manager Rafael Cletero says if they can get 

25 people to borrow bikes, that's 25 less cars 

on the road.  

- Associated Press, April 2008  
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